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| appreciate the convenience and versatil-
ity of my spray can of multipurpose oil (such as WD-40
and Royal Purple Maxfilm) as much as the next handy-
man. But specialty lubricants and dispensers offer top
performance for many applications. In addition,
petroleum-free products now provide environmentally
conscious alternatives that work fine for many uses.

Face it: You wouldn't think of relying on a single size
of wrench or one type of saw to tackle all of your projects.
Similarly, every serious DIYer should keep a variety of
lubricants on hand and understand how to choose the
appropriate one for the job.

Lubricants’ main task is to reduce friction, heat and wear
on moving parts. Some also prevent or dissolve rust, dis-
place water or clean surfaces. To choose the best type, con-
sider the surface materials, environmental conditions and
performance requirements. Avoid the “nuclear” option —
products that provide unnecessary functions for the appli-
cation at hand. Chemical overkill is wasteful and ecologi-
cally uncool. For instance, why use a rust inhibitor on
interior hinges that are never exposed to moisture?

Base oil is the heart of any lubricant. It can be mineral
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Application-specific lubricants
provide better results

BY TIM SULLIVAN

There are many
choices of job-
specific lubricants
that are formulated
to provide the best
performance for the
desired application.

oil, vegetable oil such as soy, synthetic polymer, lanolin
(wool grease) or even water. Lubricants also can be classified
by type: oil, dry, silicone, white lithium or penetrating. Each
lubricant has specific properties that make it suitable for
some purposes and not for others. Additives such as poly-
tetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) and graphite are used to modify
base oils and enhance specific lubricating traits.

Because of government regulations that limit volatile
organic compounds (VOCs), manufacturers have had to
modify some lubricant formulas. As a result of their efforts
to protect the air while maintaining performance, they've
come up with state-of-the-art formulas and dispensers for
specific applications. Here's a look at what's available and
how to make the best choice in a given situation.

Job-specific products
Manufacturers make some lubricant choices easy by simply
naming products for their intended purposes or applica-
tions. Others display the lubricant type and provide exam-
ples of common uses in smaller print.

Chain lube is specifically engineered for bicycle,
motorcycle and garage door opener chains and cables, and
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